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er Christmas Issue er 


We most sincerely extend to all our readers best wishes for a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year, and graciously thank you for your kind cooperation during the past year. 


Gifts for Christmas 


In these days of anxiety and uncertainty we should be thinking more deeply on Spiritual 
things. A permanent peace can only come thru the full surrender of our lives to the Prince 
of Peace, Jesus Christ Our Saviour. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.” James 1:17. 


“LET ME HOLD LIGHTLY THINGS OF THIS EARTH; 
TRANSIENT TREASURES, WHAT ARE THEY WORTH? 
MOTHS CAN CORRUPT THEM, RUST CAN DECAY; 
ALL THEIR BRIGHT BEAUTY FADES IN A DAY. 

LET ME HOLD LIGHTLY TEMPORAL THINGS, 

I, WHO AM DEATHLESS, I, WHO WEAR WINGS! 

LET ME HOLD FAST, LORD, THINGS OF THE SKIES, © 

QUICKEN MY VISION, OPEN MY EYES! 

SHOW ME THY RICHES, GLORY AND GRACE, 

BOUNDLESS AS TIME IS, ENDLESS AS SPACE; 

LET ME HOLD LIGHTLY THINGS THAT ARE MINE— 

LORD, THOU HAST GIVEN ME ALL THAT IS THINE!” 
—Martha Snell Nicholson. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION 
EDUCATION CENTERED THIS YEAR 


Our 39th Annual State Convention this year will be Education centered with Dr. 


- Haven Emerson of Columbia University as the evening speaker. After his address he will 


hold an open forum on the subject. Pastors and laymen are cordially invited to this scientific 
lecture on the temperance issue. Trustees’ Meeting at 4 p.m. Annual Banquet at 6 p.m. Open 
to all. Send in your reservations for the banquet early. 
(Banquet $1.00—served by the ladies of the church.) 
Dr. Haven Emerson will speak at 7:45. Place—First Baptist (Peddie Memorial) Church 
of Newark, N. J. Time—Thursday, January 16, 1947.. Each church is urged to appoint 
two delegates. 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE LEAGUE WILL HELP SOME YOUNG PERSON 
RECEIVE TEMPERANCE EDUCATION. 
Anti-Saloon League of New Jersey, 1001 Broad St., Newark 2, New Jersey. 
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TEMPERANCE LESSON - 


Ht’s Christmas -- Let’s Celebrate 


Luke 2:1-20. 


What joy comes to the heart at Christmas time. The 
Christmas spirit is almost indescribable. Everyone feels that 
he must celebrate, and why not? It is one of the most joyous 
times of all the year. The angels celebrated when they ap- 
peared to the shepherds to announce the birth of the Christ. 
The shepherds celebrated, after they had seen the child, by 
glorify’ag and praising God and telling abroad all that they 
had heard and seen. Now: it is Christmas again, let jus 
celebrate, not as the world ce!ebratse, but as becometh the 
people of. God, There are at least three times in the year 
when people are likely to lose their fine sense of propriety. 
That is when they celebrate on. Halloween; Christmas and 
New Years’ Eve. Even Christians forget their consecration. 
Many events in life call for a celebration, at which time is 
heard; “Let’s have a drink on it.” It is popular, smart, and 
the custom of the world. I remember as a boy my friends 
talking about what was done in their home at Christmas. 
Everyone who called was offered a drink of wine or some 
other drink containing beverage aicchol. Having been reared 
in a home that was very strict on this problem, not allowing 
any intoxicating drinks in the home, and teaching it was one 
of the worst forms of evil, | thought perhaps my family was 
a little queer on this subject. Church people did the same 
thing. It was time to celebrate and a small drink would not 
hurt anybody. 

I am thankful that I never yielded to the temptation. All 
Christian people must take a stand against this form of 
celebrating. Parents who are strict on this question of drink- 
ing are not queer nor fanatical. They are different, not queer. 
secration. We are never going to change the world by being 
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They have higher ideals and a finer sense of Christian con- 
like it. We are never going to make the liquor business decent 
by taking a drink to celebrate Christmas or any other holiday, 
Let's celebrate, but not in that way. 

The liquor business has such a terrible record that no one 
can ever attord to allow his influence to be used on their side. 
It is a tree that cannot bring forth good fruit. Jesus says 
such a tree must be cut down. We don’t celebrate by using 
any of the fruit from that tree. We celebrate like the angels. 
We express our joy by singing the matchless carols, by giving 
gifts to our loved ones and friends, by being present in 
church, by sending food and stockings to the needy. We re- 
member the children whd won't have the Christmas things. 
We celebrate in fellowship with our families and friends. 

Then comes the morning; it is the day after, and the 
celebration is over. We have no “hangover” or regrets. There 
is a feeling of joy and satisfaction. What a celebration we 
have had. It has ‘been far beyond that of the world. They 
have a let-down feeling, headaches, frustrations, and when 
they come to themselves, they haven't had a good time in 
the real meaning of the experience. 

There will appear in many newspapers, magazines, and 
over the radio, the advertisements of the cheer and good 
times that are wrapped in each package of their commodity. 
Be not deceived—good times, cheer, and contentment should 
never be wrapped up in a package with a commodity that is 
noted for its misery, crime and mockery. Don't believe what 
they say, but go look at the results. Many alcoholics started 
on the way by taking a drink to celebrate some event. Let’s 
keep on the right way by saying, ‘I don’t drink’, or, “I don’t 
care to start the habit.” Let's celebrate, but in a way that is 
in keeping with the event. 





Rev. THomas F. Eben, 


Woodstown, N. J. 











STATE W. C. T. U. HOLDS CONVENTION 
In First Baptist Church, Asbury Park, N. J. 


The Woman's Christian Temperance Union of New Jersey 
held its Annual Convention in the First Baptist Church, 
Asbury Park. The program included such outstanding 
speakers as: Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin, National President of 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Rev. Norman 
W. Paullin, Pastor of the Convention Church, and Mrs. H. 
W. B. Detwiler of Long Branch. 

Mrs. Mary D. DuBois, State President, in closing her an- 
nual address, said, “Yes, the tide is turning, and it is our 
continued duty to let our neighbors know. The Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union launched forth in a holy cru- 
sade for total abstinence and the abolition of the liquor traffic 
seventy-three years ago and through all the’ vicissitudes of 
the intervening years, we have remained true to our purpose. 
As long as we are on the Lord’s side, we ate sure to win!” 

The following resolutions were passed, among others : 

“RESOLVED, that we re-affirm our belief that the 
total abolition of the alcoholic beverage traffic is the only 
adequate solution of the alcohol problem, and to that end 
we advocate the re-enactment of national constitutional 


prohibition. We oppose any Scheme of nationalization of - 


the liquor traffic. We are firmly opposed to the govern- 
ment going into the liquor business in any form. 
“Inasmuch as the present system of laws and regula- 
tions, governing the sale of alcoholic beverages, permits the 
alcoholic beverage traffic to accumulate profits by 
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creating social and economic problems, which are met at 
the expense of the taxpayer, ® 
“RESOLVED, that we urge Congress and the State 
legislatures to make the expense of the rehabilitation of 
alcoholics a special charge upon the profits of the manufac- 
turers of sueh beverages.” 

The Anti-Saloon League and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union cooperate. Rev. C. Arthur Sadofsky, 
State Superintendent. of the League, was present and was 
introduced and gave greetings: 


Nation Goes on Greatest Gambling Binge 
in History : 


Daily newspapers all over the country are advertising the 
greatest gambling binge in the history of this nation. Our 
own state is no exception. The three race tracks of this state 
handled over $147,000,000 this year. An average of $49,000,- 
000 at each track, as these figures are low. Add to this the 
card and crap games, and you can estimate over $170,000,000 
spent for gambling in this small state so far this year. 

“God‘is not mocked, whatsoever a man (state or nation) 
soweth that shall he also reap.” This wilful waste will in the 
near future make a woeful want for many homes of this state. 

America seems to be losing her soul and with it is going 
her morality, and culture. God alone can save us, but not 
against our will. 
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A GREAT EDUCATION CENTERED CONVENTION 
PLANNED THIS YEAR 


Churches plan now through your Pastor and Temperance Committees to elect two delegates for 
the 39th State Convention of the Anti-Saloon League of New Jersey 


AT THE 


FIRST (PEDDIE MEMORIAL) BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
~ NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


THURSDAY - - JANUARY 16, 1947 


“SPECIAL FEATURE 
AT EVENING SERVICE 


Address and Open Forum at 7:45 p. m. by 
DR. HAVEN EMERSON, 


Former Commissioner of Health in New York City. 
Now member of the faculty of Columbia University 
School of Public Health. 


PASTORS—TEACHERS—SOCIAL: WORKERS 
EDUCATORS—LAYMEN—and WOMEN 
. .. don’t fail to hear this great scientist speak 
on the timely issue of Temperance! 


New Motion Sound Pictures—Flannel Board Talks— 
Health Charts—Temperance Literature for all Ages on 


Sale—Scientific Demonstrations. 


TRUSTEES’ MEETING 4 P.M. 


BANQUET at 6:00 p.m. served by the ladies of the church at $1.00 per plate. Help the ladies 
of the church by sending in your reservations early to Mrs. Ethel McAllister, Registrar, 1001 Broad 


INSTRUMENTAL 


at 


Street, Newark 2, N. J. 
AND VOCAL SELECTIONS 





Please Reserve for me 





FORM 


FOR BANQUET 
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New Jersey Drinkers Exceed Last Year’s Quota 
for Year Ending June 30, 1945 


Reports of State Tax thru Doctor Walsh give us the 
total of 113,054.518 gallons of beer and 8,703,052 gallons of 
liquor consumed last fiscal year. The total gallonage of all 
alcoholic beverages sold in New Jersey for fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1946 was 127,879,376 gallons compared .with 120,- 
623,879 for the previous year, a 7,000,000 increase in spite of 
the food shortage and starvation all over the World. 

Put into glasses based on sixteen eight ounce glasses in a 
gallon it amounts to 1,808,920,288 glasses of beer a day 
average for 2,834,600 adults over 21 years old in the State. 


In dollars and cents New Jersey liquor bill for fiscal year 
(Continuei on Page 5) 
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THE CALAMITY OF CHRISTMAS : 














Christmas is a Holy day. The present day’s custom of 
commercializing Christmas is becoming more and more a 
calamity with the worshipping of the creature rather than 
the Creator. Large sums of money are spent freely on al- 
coholic drinks in the Holy Season of our Lord’s advent. 
Drinking and drunkenness continues thru the New Year 
which should be another Holy day with a new resolve to live 
a richer, fuller and deeper life. 

Many young people start to drink thru the wine and egg- 
nog they receive in their own homes and homes of many of 
our church people during the Christmas season and endanger 
their health and take the chance of becoming an alcoholic. 


“Wine is a mocker, 

Strong drink is raging; 

And whosoever is deceived 

thereby is not wise.”—Proverbs 20:1. 


It’s too great a risk to offer alcoholic drinks to a child or 
young person as it may ruin their life. Christmas should be 
a day of full surrender to Christ. 

We would do well to make this beautiful old hymn our 
resolution for the New Year. 


“All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give: 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 


All to Jesus I surrender, 

Make me, Savior, Wholly Thine; 
Let me feel the Holy Spirit, - - 
Truly know that Thou art mine. 


All to Jesus I surrender, 

Lord, I give myself to Thee: 

Fill me with Thy love and power, 
Let Thy blessing fall on me.” 





I’M FOR MODERATION 


Those long-faced drys with noses blue 
Are stirring up an awful stew 

Because folks take a drink or two. 
Me, I’m for moderation! 


Of course, no one should drink too much 
For sometimes he could get in Dutch. 

I don’t need liquor for a crutch 

‘Cause I’m for moderation! 


A guzzler is a silly mule! 

He oughtta stick by my strick rule 
‘Cause too mush makesh a man a fool, 
An’ I’m fer moderashun ! 


A feller’s gotta have shum fun 

And hoist a few when day ish done, 
Provided he hez got the mon! 

Yesh, I’m fer moderashun ! 


I knew when I hey hed enough 
‘Cause I hev drunk a lotta stuff! 
Jesh stop before ya feel too tough! 
Yeah, ‘that ish modersun ! 


Don’ ever try to drive yer car 
If you’ve been drink’n atta bar 
Unlesh yer feelin’ super-par ! 

Jesh stick ta moderashun ! 


I never argue witha guy 

If he ish drunk—an’ you know why? 
Becaush it makesh me wanna cry! 
Yesh, I’m fer moderashun ! 


I drink fer sochiability’s sake, 

Or sometimes jesta cure an ache, 
Good liquorsh no more harm’n cake! 
Shure, I’m fer moderashun ! 


I shaw an alcoholic once, 

Poor shilly an’ benighted dunce 
Jess makin’ crazy yells an’ grunts! 
So I’m fer moderashun! 


If everyone would drink like me 
An’ never go off onna spree 
Oh, wotta gran’ worl’ thish would be! 
Whee, I’m fer moderashun! 
—Maj. C. M. Wallace, Supt. Indiana Anti-Saloon League. 
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Anti-Saloon League Report and Resolutions 
Adopted at Presbyterian Synod October 15, 1946, in Atlantic City, New Jersey 


The liquor traffic has again become a major perplexity and 
a dangerous menace to the religious, moral, economic and 
social life of our churches and communities. 

According to a recent survey, church giving has decreased 
one billion dollars in the last thirteen years of repeal. For 
every dollar spent for the church in 1945 six dollars went for 
drink. For every dollar spent for public education in 1945 
three dollars were spent for intoxicating liquors. No nation 
that spends $7,750,000,000 yearly for drink can expect an 
increase in church giving. Carelessness, selfishness, greed and 
a thirst for worldliness is jeopardizing and stunting our 
Christian growth in America. 

Divorce has increased over 100 per cent in New Jersey in 
the last six years. In 1941 this state had 4,500 cases, in 1945 
this increased to 9,000. This year, at the rate we are travel- 
ing, over 10,000 petitions for divorce will reach the courts 
of which 75 per cent are granted. Leading authorities tell us 
that 50 per cent of all our divided homes are caused by drink. 

Delinquency has increased this year 100 per cent in Tren- 
ton; New Brunswick and Perth Amboy had a 20 per cent in- 
crease. There were also large increases in Bergen, Hudson 
and Union Counties. Our Juvenilee Court Judges say that 
about 80 per cent of the cases that appear before them in- 
volve drink directly or indirectly. 

Since the close of World War II, we have used 79,000,000 
bushels of grain in the manufacturing of alcoholic beverages. 
Last year we distilled 147,000,000 gallons of liquor, although 
we already had 300,000,000 gallons in our warehouses. This 
was done in spite of the fact that all over the world millions 
of men, women and little children were dying of starvation. 
It comes back to the age old question “are we our brother’s 
keeper ?” 

There are 750,000 alcoholics and 3,000,000 inebriates or 
borderline cases in America; according to a recent survey 
taken by Rutgers University there are 29,000 known alco- 
holics in New Jerséy. There are no clinics, information cen- 
ters or state institutions to care for these alcoholics in this 
state despite the fact that since repeal this state has collected 
over $35,000,000 in liquor licenses. This is a great challenge 
to our Christian Church: 

The Anti-Saloon League of New Jersey has revamped its 
program to meet the need of the present day. Its program 
emphasizes spiritual, scientific, temperance education. Last 
year we reached 30,000 youth in churches and public schools 
through sound films, health charts, addresses, flannel board 
talks and other visual aid programs. Our official organ, “The 
Temperance News,” in the two years of its existence has be 
come one of the best temperance papers for its size in Amer- 
ica and has a paid circulation of over 3,000. 

Our present day program of temperance education merits 
the whole-hearted support of the Christian Churches in our 
state. We hope that your churches in the coming year will 
open their doors to our program and give liberally to the sup- 
port of this most worthy cause. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. ARTHUR SADOFSKY, 
State Superintendent, 
Anti-Saloon League of N. J. 
Resolutions 
1I—WHEREAS, the open saloon on the Holy Sabbath Day 
is a dangerous menace to our church and community life, 
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RESOLVED, that we write and urge our goVernor to in- 
clude in his annual report to the State Legislature of 1947 
a bill for a statewide closed Sunday. 

2—W HEREAS, there is no unified closing hour for saloons 
in New Jersey and many of these saloons keep open from 
12 to 4 a.m., causing absenteeism and traffic hazards, 
RESOLVED, that we write the Commissioner of Alco- 
holic Beverage Control Board of New Jersey to include 
in his request to the 1947 Legislature a unified closing. 
law of 12:30 a.m. 

3—WHEREAS, according to a recent survey by Rutgers 
University the sale of alcoholic liquors in our. state has 
already caused 29,000 known alcoholics who are a prob- 
lem to our communities, 
RESOLVED, that the state out of the over $4,000,000 
a year it receives for licenses establish clinics, informa- 
tion centers and state hospitals for this unfortunate 
group. 

4—RESOLVED, that we give our whole-hearted support to 
the fine educational program of the Anti-Saloon League 
of New Jersey and urge our churches to contribute lib- 
erally to this most worthy project. 


Respectfully submitted, 


C,. ArTHUR SADOFSKY, 
State Superintendent. 


. 


NEW JERSEY DRINKERS EXCEED LAST YEAR’S 
QUOTA FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1945 


(Continued from Page 4) 


ending June 30, 1946 was $13,194,422 or $1,861,799 more 
than last year. 

There was also consumed 5,253,487 gallons of still wine, 
251,473 gallons of vermouth, 250,168 gallons of fruit 
brandies and 86,573 gallons sparkling wines. 

Twenty-five per cent increase in traffic deaths in New 
Jersey the first eight months of 1946. Fifty traffic deaths 
in July, an increase of 10 over June, 1946. Sixty-one in 
August, increase of 11 over July. There were 453 traffic 
deaths in New Jersey the first eight months of the year 
compares with 361 last year over the same period or an in- 
crease of 92 deaths, a 25% increase over same period in 1945, 

The following is a record of deaths in the State during 
first eight months of 1945 and 1946. 


1945 1946 1945 1946 

Atlantic ee 14 

Bergen ........< 35 35 Monmouth .....< 36 23 
Burlington ..... 21 1D) Meee 30s co 15 8 
Cee fee 33 22. Cee 6k AS 9 6 
Cape May ..... 5 6 \-Pemeile® 53. 5. ae 17 
Cumberland .... 8 47: SS sae eed 9 10 
ee os bs 62 46 Somerset ...... 98 9 
Gloucester ..... 21 1 See 6. aa 7 6 
Hadas ss 31 ao: Ven aes he 26 27 
Hunterdon ..... 12 8 Warren ........ 9 5 
Mercer ........29 11 — — 
Middlesex .....< 32 37 453 361 


One out of every four accidents in the U. S. this year 
have involved a drinking or drunken driver. 
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. “It was encouraging to learn that ‘Alcoholics 
are sick persons and, if treated as such may be 
cured.’” 

“It certainly is with hundreds being added to 
the 600,000 alcoholics now in the United States 
—and what was the cure?” 

“Well, I admit I am confused. The speaker 
was a representative of the distillers whose busi- 
ness it is to sell more and more whisky, and 
yet the only known cure is total abstinence.” 
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American Business Men's Research 
Foundation 


$3 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 4, Ill. 


“Alcoholics Anonymous, which is not a dry 
group, has saved 15,000 alcoholics in ten years 
by the total abstinence method.” 


“And the distillers are adding to the nearly 
three million excessive users of whisky, by 
preaching moderate drinking.” 


“Certainly no one should encourage the use of 
alcohol, for every moderate drinker runs a huge 
risk of becoming an alcoholic.” -l 
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STATE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CON- 
VENTION A MARKED SUCCESS 


The State Christian Endeavor Convention held at the 
Ist Presbyterian Church of Passaic was a great success. 
There were over 1,800 registrations. This convention is one 
of the largest state gatherings of Protestant young people 


during the year. 


‘The program .was Christ centered and urged the young 
people in these critical days to look to Christ for the solu- 
tion of their problems. Mr. Blair, the president, and Mr. 
Mintel, the executive secretary, and their able staff are to be 
congratulated on the deep spiritual glow that permeated 
every session and conference throughout the convention. 


Rev. C. Arthur Sadofsky, Counsellor of the Students’ 
Temperance Fellowship, was assigned two youth confer- 
ences and an assembly with motion sound pictures on tem- 
perance.. More power to this great Christian body of youth 
for building a Christian world. 


Drunken Driving Up 54 Per Cent in the State 


This year’s revocations for drinking driving heads the list. 
703 drivers lost their licenses from January to September for 
drinking driving compared with 457 last year. 

“Drunken drivers are the undesirables of the highway. 

In my mind there is little difference between the drunk- 

stupefied driver behind the wheel of a moving automobile 

and the drug-crazed gunman. Both are potential killers, 
both are a menace to society and should be so regarded.” 

(So says New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commissioner 
Magee. ) 


Northern Jersey Liquor Tax Toll Up Again 
in 1946 

Northern Jersey liquor taxes collected for September of 
this year -were more than $800,000 higher than in September, 
1945. The government took in $5,797,792 in liquor taxes in 
September, making the 1946 total $44,361,617. The revenue 
from taxes on hard liquor alone was $2,098,501, highest so 
far this year and nearly ’$700,000 more than September, 1945. 
These figutes ‘are for North Jersey only and show but part 
of the picture. 


. The Temperance News 


eee hee POE eee yy ae ee ee 



































Statement of the Ownership, Management, 
Circulation, Etc. 


State of New Jersey ) 
County of Essex ) 
eee . 
Before me, Notary Public, in and for the State of New 
Jersey and County of Essex, aforesaid, personally appeared, 
C. Arthur Sadofsky, who having been duly sworn according 
to the law, disposes and says that he is editor of the “Tem- 
perance News’ —that the following is, to the best of his 
knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership, 
management, etc., of the aforesaid publication of the date set 
above. Caption required by the Act of Congress on Au- 
gust 24, 1912, amended March 3, 1933, embodied in Sec- 
tion 537 Postal Law and Regulations. 

Question 1. That the name and address of the publisher 
and editor is the “Temperance News,’ Editor C. Arthur 
Sadofsky. 

Question 2, That the owner is the Anti-Saloon League of 
New Jersey, Newark, N. J., 1001 Broad St. 

3 That the known bondholders, mortagees, and other se- 
curity holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: None. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of Sep- 
tember, 1946. 

DONALD PRUDEN, 
Notary Public, New Jersey. 
My Commission expires June 28, 1951. 





The Pennsylvania School of Alcohol Studies 
a Joint School 


Our very successful Pennsylvania School of Alcohol 
Studies which registered over 100 students this summer at 
Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, was a_ school 
made up of several state temeperance organizations, includ- 
ing the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and the Anti- 
Saloon League of the state. 

Those of us who attended from New Jersey last year are 
looking forward to attending again this year. If there are any 
others in our state interested in this outstanding school on 
temperance education, please write our office. The school is 
scheduled for one week. Last year’s tuition for room, board. 
etc., was $28.50, excluding transportation. 


SUPREME COURT'S RULING DESCRIBED 
_AS “FAR-REACHING” 


Decision Means States Can Control Alcoholic Beverage 
Imports As They Wish, Attorneys Declare. 


“In upholding a Minesota law last week relating to that 
state’s right to control importations of liquor, the United 
States Supreme Court handed down a decision which al- 
coholic beverage trade attorneys characterized as “the most 
important since repeal, and one bound to be far-reaching in 
its effects,” a check-up disclosed. 

In effect, attorneys declared, the decision states that under 
the twenty-First Amendment, any state can pass any regula- 
tion it desires with respect to importations of liquor within 
its borders, and furthermore, that the courts will not review 
whether these regulations are reasonable or not. 

Considerable significance is attached to this ruling in view 
of the anti-discriminatory measures recently enacted in 
Missouri and other states affecting alcoholic beverages. The 
Missouri law would prohibit importations of alcoholic. bev- 
etages from other states which allegedly discriminate against 
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DRY TERRITORY INCREASING 
EACH YEAR 


Edited by Laura Lindley, Research Secretary of the 
nti-Saloon League of New Jersey. 


The Amount,of Local Option Territory in the United 


States at This Time. 


Texas leads, with 140 wholly Dry counties out of 254 
counties. Kentueky, 90 out of 120. Alabama, 50 out of 67. 
(In each ease, the Dry counties “include ‘the ban on all al- 
coholic beverages.) In North’ Carolina, 75 counties out of 
100 keep out hard liquor, but not beer. In Arkansas, some 21 
counties are Dry. In Louisiana, approximately 15 counties 
are Dry. In Illinois, approximately 950 towns, including 
12 cities—Evanston, Oak Park, and others chiefly in the 
Chicago area. In Ohio, about 350 Dry towns. In Pennsyl- 
vania and Wisconsin, approximately the same amount of 
Dry areas. In Minnesota, more than 20 counties have voted 
out hard liquors, but beer.is not subject to Local Option. 
In South Carolina, the Liquor forces have hamstrung and 
defied the people’s will expressed in 1940 for state-wide 
Prohibition, by nearly 60,000 majority and, to the present 
date, the State is without any permission to the people to 
vote, even locally, on the Liquor question. 

There are comparatively few Dry towns in Colorado, Con- 
necticut, Michigan, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
Oregon, and Washington. 


Approximately 900 counties out of 3,063 in the United 
States legally ban the sale of distilled liquors. 
Approximately 25,000,000 people now are living in Dry 


areas. 

At the present time, there are active movements for state- 
wide Prohibition underway in Texas, Alabama, Arkansas, 
and North Carolina. 

According to a compilation from various sources, there 
were held, in the year 1945, 645 Local Option elections, of 
which the Drys won 412 and the Wets, 233. It is stated that 
about 485 communities in 21 state participated in these 
elections. 

Since 1933, some 18.391 Local Option elections have been 
held, 11,243 of these being recorded as Dry victories 





that law, 
pro 


Missouri products. Under a strict interpretation of 
products of many states, including the principal whisky 
ducing areas in the country, would be excluded. 


Appeal Is Pending 


Several major distillers brought suit in Federal Court in 
Missouri attacking the constitutionality of this measure, The 
three-judge court held the law constitutional. The distillers 
appealed the case to the Supreme Court, where it is scheduled 
to be argued this Fall. 

In view of last week’s Supreme Court decision attorneys 
declared there is little doubt but that the Missouri law will 
be upheld by the high court. r 

Only the fact that anti-discrimination’ measures tend to 
encourage retaliatory steps by other states, it was said would 
tend to restrict the further enactment of such legislation. 
Experience of brewers in the now famous Michigan-Indiana 
beer controversey was cited as an example, At that time, it 
was recalled, the two states barred each other’s.-products 
until Pennsylvania, Ohio and, other states stepped: in and 
threatened discriminatory measures of their own, at which 
time all restrictions on beer imports, at least temporarily, 
were withdrawn.—New Yark Journal of Commerce. 








THE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL REPORTS ON 
1945 TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


By THE ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Laura Lindley, Research Secretary, 131 B Street S.E., Washington 3, D.C. 





ONE out of every FOUR fatal accidents in 1945 involved a driver or a pedestrian who has been drinking—no change 
from 1944. 

ONE out of every SIX drivers involved in fatal accidents in 1945 had been drinking—no change from 1944. 

ONE out of every FOUR adult perestrians killed in 1945 had been drinking, compared with GNE out of FIVE 
in 1944. 

In 1945 motor vehicle accidents caused 28,600 fatalities, 18% more than in 1944. In addition, 1,000,000 persons were 
injured, 80,000 of whom suffered some permanent impairment. Direct economic losses resulting from 1945 traffic acci- 
dents, including wage loss, medical expense, overhead cost of insurance and property damage, are estimated at $1,450,000,000. 

Chemical test surveys of drivers involved in a cross-section of accident experience have shown from 13 to 31% of the 
drivers with sufficient body fluid alcohol concentrations to indicate definitely that their ability was impaired sufficiently to 
prohibit driving. In the borderline classification, where other evidence would be necessary to determine whether the driver’s 
ability was impaired, these surveys have shown from 12 to 19% more drivers. Total “had been drinking” percentages in the 
surveys thus run from 30 to 48%. 

A survey of all drivers as well as drivers in accidents, indicated that drinking drivers are three or four times as likely to 
be involved in accident. Drivers with 0.15% or more alcohol in the blood, the group definitely under the influence, have an 
accident rate 55 times that of the non-drinkers. 

The incidence’ of drinking in fatal accidents is shown below, but there is considerable reason to believe that the officially 
reported figures, high as they are, understate the importance of alcohol as a traffic accident cause. 

INCIDENCE OF DRINKING IN FATAL ACCIDENTS 


Had-been-drinking Had-been-drinking 
Year Drivers Pedestrians Year Drivers Pedestrians 


6% 11% 16% . 
8 


14 
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11 Sieh a tlk olewidesas 15 
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15 : 7 plu: 23 
Motor vehicle accidents have been measured by the actual number of accidents, the rate per 100,000 of the population, 
the rate per 10,000 motor vehicles, and the rate per 100,000,000 vehicle miles. Keeping in mind the sharp changes in the 
character of motor vehicle use, the National Safety Council reports as follows: 
MOTOR VEHICLE DEATHS BY RATE, 1913-1945 
Year Total Rate per Rate per 10,000 Rate per 100,000,000 Approx. totals of 
deaths 100,000 pop. Motor vehicles vehicle miles non-fatal injuries 


4.4 33.4 Data not 150,000 
10.3 17.4 adequate 375,000 
16.5 12.2 for report 650,000 
23.4 11.4 16.9 975,000 
25.0 13.2 16.2 1,100,000 
29.7 13.5 15.1 1,350,000 
25.1 11.1 12.0 1,150,000 
26.1 10.8 11.4 1,200,000 
30.0 11.6 12.0 1,400,000 








21.1 10.6 1,000,000 
17.8 11.4 800,000 
18.3 : 11.3 850,000 
21.7 A 11.5 1,000,000 
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